
SDG 15: 

LIFE ON LAND 



End extreme poverty. Fight inequality and injustice. Fix climate 

change. Whoa. The Global Goals are important, world-changing objec-

tives that will require cooperation among governments, international 

organizations and world leaders. It seems impossible that the average 

person can make an impact. Should you just give up? 

No! Change starts with you! 

On 1 January 2016, the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) of 

the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development — adopted by world 

leaders in September 2015 at an historic UN Summit — officially 

came into force.  

http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/70/1&Lang=E


Goal 15: Facts and figures 

•  Of the 8,300 animal breeds known, 8 per cent are extinct and 22 

per cent are at risk of extinction; 

• Of the over 80,000 tree species, less than 1 per cent have been 

studied for potential use; 

• Fish provide 20 per cent of animal protein to about 3 billion peo-

ple. Only ten species provide about 30 per cent of marine capture 

fisheries and ten species provide about 50 per cent of aquaculture 

production; 

• Over 80 per cent of the human diet is provided by plants. Only 

three cereal crops – rice, maize and wheat – provide 60 per cent of 

energy intake; 

• As many as 80 per cent of people living in rural areas in developin

g countries rely on traditional plant -based medicines for basic 

healthcare, and 

• Micro-organisms and invertebrates are key to ecosystem services, 

but their contributions are still poorly known and rarely acknowl-

edged. 



GOAL 15: Targets 

• By 2020, ensure the conservation, restoration and sustainable use 

of terrestrial and inland freshwater ecosystems and their services, 

in particular forests, wetlands, mountains and drylands, in line 

with obligations under international agreements 

• By 2020, promote the implementation of sustainable management 

of all types of forests, halt deforestation, restore degraded forests 

and substantially increase afforestation and reforestation globally 

• By 2030, combat desertification, restore degraded land and soil, 

including land affected by desertification, drought and floods, and 

strive to achieve a land degradation-neutral world 

• By 2030, ensure the conservation of mountain ecosystems, includ-

ing their biodiversity, in order to enhance their capacity to provide 

benefits that are essential for sustainable development 

• Take urgent and significant action to reduce the degradation of 

natural habitats, halt the loss of biodiversity and, by 2020, protect 

and prevent the extinction of threatened species 

• Promote fair and equitable sharing of the benefits arising from the 

utilization of genetic resources and promote appropriate access to 

such resources, as internationally agreed; 

• Take urgent action to end poaching and trafficking of protected 

species of flora and fauna and address both demand and supply of 

illegal wildlife products;  

• By 2020, introduce measures to prevent the introduction and sig-

nificantly reduce the impact of invasive alien species on land and 

water ecosystems and control or eradicate the priority species; 

• By 2020, integrate ecosystem and biodiversity values into national 

and local planning, development processes, poverty reduction 

strategies and accounts; 

• Mobilize and significantly increase financial resources from all 

sources to conserve and sustainably use biodiversity and ecosys-

tems; 



GOAL 15: Targets 

• Mobilize significant resources from all sources and at all levels to 

finance sustainable forest management and provide adequate in-

centives to developing countries to advance such management, in-

cluding for conservation and reforestation, and 

• Enhance global support for efforts to combat poaching and traf-

ficking of protected species, including by increasing the capacity of 

local communities to pursue sustainable livelihood opportunities. 





Conservation of terrestrial ecosystems is not trending towards sus-
tainability. Forest areas continue to decline at an alarming rate, pro-
tected areas are not concentrated in sites known for their biological 
diversity, and species remain threatened with extinction. Moreover, 
surging wildlife crime, land use changes such as deforestation, and 
habitat encroachment are primary pathways of transmission for 
emerging infectious diseases, including COVID-19, threatening public 
health and the world economy. 

Valiant efforts are being made to turn the tide. These include the ex-
pansion of sustainable forest management and gains in protected area 
coverage for terrestrial, freshwater and mountain areas. Countries 
are making progress in implementing programmatic, legislative and 
accounting principles to protect biodiversity and ecosystems. In order 
to build back better following the global pandemic, these gains need to 
be solidified and reinforced.  

Progress towards national targets established in accordance with Aichi Biodi-

versity Target 2 of the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity, 2011–2020 

Recognizing the importance of biodiversity in supporting economies, 
food production and human health, many national and local develop-
ment plans and national accounting and reporting systems have inte-
grated the values reflected in international treaties and strategic 
plans on biodiversity. As of January 2020, 129 parties (including the 
EU) had submitted their sixth national reports under the Convention 
on Biological Diversity, and 113 parties had assessed progress to-
wards national targets related to Aichi Biodiversity Targetties are on 
track to achieve or exceed their national targets; 50% have made pro-
gress, but not enough to meet the targets by 2020; and 7% reported 
that they are making no progress or moving away from their targets.  



 



 

 



 



 





 





“This document has been prepared for the European Commis-

sion however it reflects the views only of the authors, and the 

Commission cannot be held responsible for any use which may 

be made of the information contained therein.” 

  

IF A MAN  

OWNS LAND,  

THE LAND  

OWNS HIM 






